My War Memories, 1914-1918
castle—were now too small for us. Fresh ones were taken in the administrative buildings of the principality of Pless. We ourselves occupied the house of Herr Nasse, the estate agent of the Prince of Pless. Regular work now began.
VIII
As was to be expected, the Entente's offensive was continued throughout September and October, and even later, with unremitting vigour. September was an especially critical month. It was not made easy for us to embark on an operation in Transylvania against Rumania.
The battle of the Somme, which had started on July ist with an attempt at a break-through on a large scale, had been continued throughout July with the same intention and in the same strength. With the immediate object of wearing down our resistance the Entente had continued to launch big attacks in great strength on all parts of the battle front. After Rumania's declaration of war, these attacks were renewed with fresh vigour, and the Entente returned to their plan of a regular break-through. The battles that were then fought are among the most fiercely contested of the whole war, and far exceeded all previous offensives as regards the number of men and the amount of material cm-ployed. North of the Somme, the attack was resumed as early as the 3rd September and lasted until the 7th. The enemy penetrated into our positions more and more deeply. On September 5th, south of the Somme, the French also attacked on a wide front, and gained ground at several points.
On the northern bank, fighting began again on the gth, and lasted until the I7th. We were thrown back still further, Ginchy and Bouchavesnes fell into the enemy's hands. The I7th was a day of heavy fighting on the southern bank ; we lost Berny and Den&court. South of the Somme, the fighting was somewhat less fierce, though the hostile artillery fire was kept up. North of the Somme fighting ceased; but the 25th saw the beginning of the heaviest of the many heavy engagements that
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